
In our last newsletter, we announced our 

upcoming prevocational training program. 

This new program, which will be based at 

Crossroad YMCA?s Camp Triangle Hills in 

Crown Point, will benefit persons with 

autism and other developmental disabilities 

who need to develop some general job skills 

before they can be successfully employed in 

a community setting.  

Those general skills will be taught through a 

horticulture program. The skills attained 

through this program will be the important 

?soft skills? that will make our students 

valuable employees across Lake County. 

Punctuality, appropriate job-place behavior 

and hygiene, respect for one?s supervisor 

and co-workers, teamwork, and other 

desirable qualities will be reinforced while 

participating in a horticultural-based setting. 

We have learned through our past five years 

of providing job coaching services that quite 

often it is not a job-seeker 's ability to 

perform the assigned job tasks, but the 

ability to conduct themselves in a 

work-place appropriate manner that will 

make or break a successful attempt at 

employment. Through our horticulture 

program, we will reinforce desirable work 

habits so that our students will experience 

success in their chosen future jobs.

In October, we put our first mark on our 

new space by defining the area for our new 

garden space at the Y camp. In November, 

Mike McCormick, one of our wonderful 

volunteers, tilled up the garden plot to start 

preparing it for the spring planting. 

Thanks, Mike! 

We will start with an approximate 10,000 

square foot garden area with raised beds, 

traditional garden beds, trellis gardening, 

and examples of gardening for small spaces 

where our visitors and YMCA camper 

participants can get ideas about how they 

might fit garden spaces in their own yards. 

Watch our progress on our social 

media pages!

On a personal note, a most sincere thank 

you to those of you who offered your 

thoughts, prayers, kind gestures and 

memorials at Mark?s passing. Your kindness 

is deeply appreciated. May his dedication 

to our adults with disabilities continue 

to inspire us as we go forward with 

our mission.

Mary Anne Neiner
President, Planting Possibilities
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Breaking Ground at Our New Garden Space at Crossroads YMCA

Planting Possibilities in the Community
OUR CAMPAGNA GARDEN
We had a relatively small garden this year.  

But it was the perfect amount of food for the 

culinary staff at Campagna to create dishes 

using our produce, such as eggplant 

parmesan and pasta sauce, and add a little 

bit of spice to their cooking by including our 

pepper varieties.  We tried a few new things 

this year at the request of the students. We 

planted Collard greens, Swiss chard, sweet 

potatoes and luffa gourds, along with the 

usual tomatoes, peppers and sweet corn. 

Our grape vines are producing purple and 

green grapes. 

Over the winter, we will learn how to 

transform the inside of the luffa gourds into 

luffa sponges. We are learning new things 

every year!

MOWING POSSIBILITIES

Mid-mowing season we introduced our new 

mowing supervisor, Ernie D?Angelo. Ernie is 

one of many people who were needed to 

help fill Mark Neiner?s shoes. We are very 

happy to have Ernie on our team with our 

crew of four mowers. This year we mowed 8 

residential yards, two commercial properties 

and the Campagna Academy campus. 
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SEPTEMBER MUM SALE

It was a great day for our September 23 

mum sale. Not only was the weather great, 

but we sold out again this year. Every year?s 

favorites are the large multi-colored mums. 

We order more every year, but apparently 

never enough! Watch our social media for 

next year?s spring geranium sale on 

May 17, 2024. 

Once again we were graced with beautiful 

weather, good company and lots of fun at 

Scherwood Golf Course in Schererville, 

Indiana for our annual golf outing.

Thanks to our corporate partner, Griffith 

Windustrial?s Ryan Krejci, we hosted 114 

golfers for a round of golf, lunch and some 

great prizes and auction items.  We thank 

Paul Gergets and his family for dedicating so 

much time and effort into planning this 

event, the golf committee, the volunteers 

who helped that day, and the Scherwood 

Golf staff. The morning bloody marys were a 

big hit and will return next year!

We are sincerely grateful to our golfers who 

spent their day with us, and our sponsors 

and donors who helped make this event the 

success that it has become.

2023 GOLF FOR POSSIBILITIES 

Corporat e Par t ner :

Griffith Windustrial/
Ryan Krejci

Plat inum  Sponsors:

ACMS Group, Inc.

Best-Tronics

Dr. George Cybulski

Silver  Sponsors:

Bill & Monica Ference

Gergets Family

HardRock Casino 
Northern Indiana

Industrial Valco 

Morrison Construction 
Company

New Supplies Company, 
Inc.

Hole Sponsors:

AAA Supply Corporation

BMWC Constructors, Inc.

Caleb Johnson Law, LLC

Danny Z's/Dante?s

Great Lakes Roofing

Hilbrich Holiday Travel

Jim and Karyn Kicho

Karen Neiner and RIck 
Nosal

Levin Eye Care Center

Meyer?s Companies

Michael Hadt - Oak 
Partners, Inc.

Noreen & Ron Bickel

Providence Bank & Trust

Schererville Firefighters 
#4279

Texas Pipe & Supply

Coffee Sponsor :

Grindhouse 
Cafe?/Griffith

Donors:

30 Second Golf

Al Kalemba

Albanese Candy

Byway Brewing

Carol Wachala

Centier Bank

Chiros Family Restaurant

Crossroads YMCA

Denyse Buck

Don Grabowski - Knight 
Engineering

Fair Oaks Farm

Float Sixty

Gary Southshore 
RailCats

Gus Bock Ace 
Hardware/Munster

Horseshoe Casino, 
Hammond

Indiana University

Innsbrook Country Club

Jerry Yothment Family

Judy Allen

Karl & Margie Dytrych

Kris Kucer-Dombrowski

Mary Anne Neiner

Longhorn Steakhouse

Lost Marsh

Lou Malnati's, 
Schererville

MAN Consulting

Meijer #170/Highland

Net Par/Munster

NWI Symphony

Panera/Munster

Peoples Bank

Portillo's/Schererville

Priority Fitness

Purdue University 
Athletics

Sandy Pines Golf Club

Sip Coffee House 2

St. John Car Wash

Spa Pointe & Hair Studio

Strack & and Van Til

Towle Theatre

Turkey Creek Golf 
Course

Violet Patterson

Vidimos, Inc.

Zig-E?s Fun Land

Thank You to Our Donors
Alsip Home and Nursery

Caryn Corriere

Dr. George Cybulski

Centier Bank

Mark & Suzee Fortener

Paul & Joyce Gergets

Patrick & Carolyn 
Gorman

Aaron & Sarah Graddy

Iris Greenbaum

Ann Gregorovich

Grit Fitness

GS & F, Inc.

Shirley Hesterman

Joe & Cookie Janostak

Allen Kalemba

Knights of Columbus 
Msgr. Weis Council 
#10596

Knights of Columbus 
Queen of Angels Council 
#12154

Patrick & Cathy 
McAndrews

Joan McInerney

Linda Moran

Rod & Pam Pasyk

Catherine Pfister

Pi Sigma Phi Sorority

Mark Plewniak

Charles Turman Merry Christmas from 

Harriet Rincon to 

Susan Harmening
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- Over 150 clients served since 2012 *

- Life skills training on task completion, soft skills, and 

project planning

- 80% success rate for job-seeking or academic track clients 

(initial placement/subsequent employment or college/trade 

school enrollment) * *

- Certified one-on-one direct service professional job coaches

PLANTING POSSIBILITIES IS A VOCATIONAL REHAB PROVIDER
CARF CERTIFIED -  SERVING LAKE COUNTY, INDIANA

- Special needs client staffed lawn service micro-business

- On-site vocational garden and greenhouse 

- Certified staff horticulturalist/twice weekly client 

education sessions

- Opportunities for social interaction through Special 

Olympics and other sponsored events

*   128 Campagna clients, 25 VR employment services     * *  10% switched providers            90% satisfaction from Quality Assurance survey   

In August we lost 

our beloved 

co-founder and 

Executive Director, 

Mark Neiner. His 

energy and 

dedication shaped 

our organization. Mark was the heart and 

soul of our Campagna Academy program, 

having personally touched the lives of more 

than 100 Campagna residents who came 

through our program. He also helped 

organize softball, basketball and bowling 

groups to help create social connections 

for folks with disabilities. Mark was deeply 

devoted to the work of improving the 

lives of adults with disabilities. He will be 

sorely missed.

Mark would have been very humbled by the 

outpouring of memorials made in his name. 

With his memorial fund we will thoughtfully 

consider a long-lasting reminder of his spirit 

at the Campagna Campus where he spent 

most of his days over the past several years 

and also at our new horticulture program in 

Crown Point.

Thank you to those who made donations in 

his memory.

REMEMBERING MARK A. NEINER

Alsip Nursery/Rich 
Christakes

David and Linda Banas

Susan Bannon

Tom Bannon and Carol 
Celeste

Judy Becher

George and Mary 
Behrens

Thad and Irene 
Bembenista

Matthew Berns

Ron & Noreen Bickel 

Tom Bolanowski

Susan and Bill Boyden

Marilyn Branco

Eileen Curosh

Dr. George Cybulski

John Daly

Joe Daniele & Family

David and Elise Dixon

Kris & Jerry Dombrowski

Steven and Elizabeth 
Duket

Karl and Marge Dytrych

Candace Edwards

Bill and Monica Ference

Carol Ferraro

Brenda and Gene Fiegle

Brian and Karen 
Flannery

Sarah Baran, Matthew & 
Sean Flannery

Mark and Suzee 
Fortener

Keith and Faye Gaiser

Barbara Gawthrop

Jim and Catherine 
Gingerich

Julie & Dan Glavin

Ms. Charlotte Hanrahan

Sue and Jim Harmening

Walt and Connie 
Helminski

John and Mary Herr

HuFriedyGroup 
DELT Team

Sandy Jacobs

Joe and Cookie Janostak

Joseph A. and Carole A. 
Janusonis

Carrie and John Kauck

James Kelly

Denise Knapp

John Kovach

Tom, Jayne, & Andy 
Kranc

Maggie and James Leslie

Mark & Aubrey Lindsey

Barb Doyle-Little and 
Steven Little

Connor McAndrews and 
Tio Alemayehu

Ryan McAndrews and 
Maddy Travnik

Mike and Bonnie 
McCormick

Kelsey McCormick

Jerry and Cindy 
McMahon

Terry and Janice Metz

Mike & Cathy Meyers

Colleen Nicholls

Chester Nosal

Ken and Ann O'Barski

Joan Okamoto

Sean Okamoto

Greg and Kim Ollo

Steve and Cindy Olson

Mark and Mary Pallok

Katie & Josh Parsons

Russ & Michele Petersen

Bret and Lisa Petty

Anita Pickens and Steve 
Monroe

Sam and Margaret 
Pruzin

Dan & Pam Pullen

Linda Pullen

Mike and Ruth Rader

Kali Rasala

Len, Carolyn, and Brad 
Rathert

Patrick Raycroft

Respite Care Services 
Staff and Board

Nancy and Brad 
Richardson

Evelyn Roberson

Kitty, Eddie, & Alyssa 
Salata

Ms. Janet Salinas

Alex, Dorothy, and Amy 
Saltanovitz

Jay, Carrie, Allison, and 
Maribeth Sarnecki

John and Lynda Sarnecki

Rich Saunders & Rose 
Saunders

George Scalchas & 
Family

Virginia, Nathan, and 
Dustin Schmidt

Maureen Scheeringa

Bob & Sherry Sepiol

Bill and Mary Shelton

John and Arlyn 
Sherwood

Shawna Spaulding

David and Marcia 
Spurlock

Ed and Sandy Steele

Joe and Linda Stefanich

Josh Steinberg

Sue and Jon Strader

Larry and Sandy Sut

Ayel and Liraz 
Tenenbaume

Barb Topete

Rachel Trautvetter

Charles Turman and 
Elizabeth Luigs

George and Monique 
Vukovich

Carol and Mike Wachala

Kathy Waehler

Scott & Nikki Wielgos

Elaine Williams

Joann Wlekinski

Glen and Maureen 
Yaeger

Joe and Pam Yerga



Planting Possibilities is a registered 501(c)3 with the mission to provide job-skills training, employment, and volunteer opportunities for 

adults with autism and other developmental disabilities in Lake County, Indiana.

Visit PlantingPossibilities.org 

Learn More About:
>> Breaking Ground at YMCA Crossroads

>> Golf Outing Recap

>> Remembering Mark A. Neiner

WWW.PLANTINGPOSSIBILITIES.ORG    |

If you would like to support Planting Possibilities with a financial gift, please donate online at 

www.plantingpossibilities.org or complete the form below. We thank you sincerely for your support.

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________________  State: __________________  Zip: ____________________

Phone Number: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address: _______________________________________________________________________

Credit Card No. _______________________ Exp. Date: ____________ Security Code: _______

Circle one of the following:              MasterCard             Visa           Discover

I would like to volunteer, please contact me:       Yes           No   

Planting Possibilities

Gardeners Circle Levels

$25

$50

$75

$100

$250

$500

$750

$1000

other - $ ___________

Please make checks payable to: 

Planting Possibilities

Planting Possibilities is a 501(c)3 nonprofit eligible for 
company matching programs. Your contribution is 
tax-deductable in accordance with applicable law. 

PO Box 1805  Highland, IN

admin@plantingpossibilities.org | 219-237-9353

© 2023 Planting Possibilities, Inc.

Planting Possibilities

PO Box 1805

Highland, IN 46322
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